suburban parish life is that described 
by Carl R. Smith and Robert W. Lynn 
at Montview Boulevard Presbyterian 
Church in Denver, where a wide range 
of personal groups is built about vo- 
cations and the goal of “a studying 
church.” The well-known Church of the 
Saviour in Washington, dedicated to the 
small-group ideal in dramatic and ef- 
fective ways, is sketched by William 
T. Ham. Dr. Casteel sums up the series 
at the end. 

Because there is no “party line” here, 


nor any doctrinaire claim as to how par- 
ish personal groups should start or 
what they should be, the book is a good 
one to give laymen who may themselves 
react by forming such a circle of con- 
cern. Chapters are uneven, but the 
trend is clear and unified: there do 
exist exciting new possibilities for con- 
gregational life where ministers and 
laymen explore the role of personal 
groups among the perplexingly “suc- 
cessful” churches of our generation. 
Joun Otiver NELSON 
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